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JC and Meridian JC were lowered on the first day of school yesterday.
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Tampines Meridian Junior College students watching as the old flags of Tampines

At TM]C, students and staff come together
for flag raising, breakfast and football match

Jolene Ang

The first day of school is often filled
with a mixed bag of emotions, from
apprehension to anticipation.

For the JC2 cohort at Tampines
Meridian Junior College (TM]C) yes-
terday, it was also a day to remem-
ber as the new merged school
started its firstacademic year.

When The Straits Times visited
during morning assembly, students
and staff sang the National Anthem
and recited the Pledge with their
fists over their hearts.

But there was no singing of the
school song, which has not been
written.

They watched in silence as the
flags bearing the crests of
Tampines JC and Meridian JC were
lowered, before the new TMJC flag
was hoisted.

TM]JC principal Pamela Yoong
told the students it was “a reminder
to all of us that we carry the her-

itage and culture of two parent col-
leges”.

Aside from TMJC, located at the
premises of Meridian JC in Pasir
Ris, the other merged ]JCs are: An-
derson Serangoon JC, Jurong Pio-
neer JCand Yishun Innova]C.

The mergers of the eight colleges,
announced by the Ministry of Edu-
cation (MOE) in April 2017, were
due to Singapore’s falling birth rate.

MOE also said last January that
the merged JCs would bear the origi-
nal names of both colleges, with the
older college’s name coming first.

TMJC student Abdul Qayyum
Zaki Zulkifli, 17, said he was excited
for the year ahead.

“On our first day of school last
year, we were introduced to the
school facilities and culture - the se-
niors from both colleges performed
aflash-mob dance for us,” he said.

But this year, the JC2 students

had a “pleasant surprise”. c) §
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The TMJC flag and state flag being raised. Students will get
new culture, with the school song yet to be written. ST PHOTOS: ALPHONSUS CHERN
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Make family time
more fulfilling with HSBC

Visa Platinum Credit Card

Now there are more rewarding ways to spend
quality time with your family:

e Save up to S$1,000 yearly with 5% cash rebate
on dining, fuel and groceries

¢ Kids enjoy free meals, movies and trips,
on top of other family offers
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Sign up now and receive:

Samsonite Astra 55cm
Luggage (worth S$350)
or S$100 cash back*

SMS HSCARD<space>NAME to 74722 to apply
Visit hsbc.com.sg/familytime for details

O cash back on
+ 5 contactless
O payments’

Together we thrive

Terms and conditions apply for all card benefits and offers. To qualify for promotion, the primary HSBC Visa Platinum credit card application must be submitted between 1 January and 28 February 2019, both dates inclusive, or such other dates as determined by HSBC at its
discretion, and the application must be approved and issued by HSBC by 15 March 2019 (applicants whose submitted applications are approved are referred to as “Eligible Applicants”).

*QOffer 1: Eligible Applicant who does not hold any existing HSBC Credit Card, and did not cancel any HSBC Credit Card within the last 12 months prior to the Card Account Opening Date, must charge a minimum of S$600 in Qualifying Transactions to their approved Card, within
the respective Qualifying Spend Period for Offer 1 to be entitled to receive either (i) a Samsonite Astra 55cm Luggage worth S$350 or (i) S$100 cash back. Eligible Applicant who holds an existing HSBC Credit Card issued more than 24 months ago and did not cancel any HSBC
Credit Card within the last 12 months prior to the Card Account Opening Date must charge a minimum of S$600 in Qualifying Transactions to their approved Card, within the respective Qualifying Spend Period for Offer 1 to be entitled to receive S$50 cash back.

tOffer 2: Eligible Applicants must fulfil the criteria set out in Offer 1 to qualify for the Bonus 5% Cash Back on Contactless Payments/ Transactions. Bonus 5% Cash Back will be capped at S$100 for the Qualifying Spend Period for Offer 2.

For details on the defined terms used here and further details on this Promotion (such as Qualifying Transactions, Qualifying Spend Period, Contactless Payments/ Transactions and applicable exclusions), please refer to the full terms and conditions at www.hsbc.com.sg/familytime. All
information is correct at the time of printing.

Issued by HSBC Bank (Singapore) Limited (Company Registration No. 201420624K).




